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Introduction  to  English  Language  Arts  7 

Welcome  to  English  Language  Arts  7!  We  hope  that  you  and  your  student  enjoy  working  through  this  course 
together. 

The  Course  at  a Glance 

There  are  seven  modules  for  this  course.  It  is  recommended  that  students  work  through  the  modules  in  order 
because  the  concepts  and  skills  introduced  in  one  module  will  be  reinforced,  extended,  and  applied  in  later 
modules. 


Module  1 


Module  2 Module  3 Module  4 


Starting  Points 


Find  the  Courage  Think  Outside  the  Box 


A Fiction  Mix 


Section  1: 

Getting  Started 

Section  2: 

Improving  Your 
Language  Arts  Skills 


Section  1: 

Reflections  on  Courage 

Section  2: 

Profiles  in  Courage 


Section  1: 

Creativity  and  Artists 

Section  2: 

Innovation  and 
Inventors 


Section  3: 

Stories  of  Courage 


Section  1: 

Storytelling  and 
Short  Stories 

Section  2: 

The  Novel 


Module  5 

Disasters 

Section  1: 

Films,  Songs,  and 
Poems  About 
Disasters 

Section  2: 

Media  Reports  of 
Disasters 


Module  6 

On  the  Funny  Side 

Section  1: 

Humorous  Stories 

Section  2: 

Comedy  Sketches 

Section  3: 

Comic  Strips 


Module  7 

A Better  World 

Section  1: 

Cultural  and  Social 
Issues 

Section  2: 

Preparing  for  the 
Final  Test 
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English  Language  Arts  7 Curriculum  Information 

Alberta  Education,  a department  within  the  Government  of  Alberta,  is  responsible  for  determining  what 
Alberta  students  are  expected  to  learn  from  Kindergarten  to  Grade  12.  The  department  works  with  its 
stakeholders  to  design  curriculum  and  provide  authorized  resources  that  meet  the  needs  of  learners  and 
educators. 

This  distance  learning  course  was  designed  and  developed  by  Learning  Technologies  Branch  within  Alberta 
Education.  The  course  components  have  been  reviewed  and  approved  as  provincially  authorized  resources. 
This  means  the  Alberta  teachers  and  publishing  staff  who  made  these  resources  have  ensured  they  comply 
with  the  standards  and  specifications  established  by  Alberta  Education  for  this  curriculum. 

Specific  information  about  this  curriculum  can  be  found  on  the  Alberta  Education  website  where  Curriculum 
Handbooks  for  Parents  and  Curriculum  Summaries  are  available: 

http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/parents/handbooks/ 

Following  is  a brief  summary  of  the  English  Language  Arts  7 program  of  studies. 

The  aim  of  English  language  arts  is  to  enable  each  student  to  understand  and  appreciate  language  and  to  use  it 
confidently  and  competently  in  a variety  of  situations  for  communication,  personal  satisfaction,  and  learning. 

The  six  language  arts — listening,  speaking,  reading,  writing,  viewing,  and  representing — are  interrelated 
and  interdependent.  Students  become  confident  and  competent  users  of  all  six  language  arts  through  many 
opportunities  to  listen  and  speak,  read  and  write,  and  view  and  represent  in  a variety  of  ways  and  contexts. 

English  Language  Arts  7 presents  students  with  learning  activities  to  improve  their  use  of  language  to  think, 
communicate,  and  learn.  As  students  work  through  the  course,  they  will  use  the  communication  modes  of 
listening,  speaking,  reading,  writing,  viewing,  and  representing  to  achieve  the  following  outcomes: 

• explore  thoughts,  ideas,  feelings,  and  experiences 

• comprehend  and  respond  personally  and  critically  to  oral,  print,  and  other  media  texts 

• manage  ideas  and  information 

• enhance  the  clarity  and  artistry  of  communication 

• respect,  support,  and  collaborate  with  others 

English  Language  Arts  7 Course  Components 

You  have  chosen  an  alternative  form  of  learning  that  allows  your  student  greater  freedom  in  some  ways  than 
traditional  classroom  learning.  It  also  requires  discipline  and  motivation  for  your  student  to  carry  on  without 
someone  standing  behind  and  pushing  as  a classroom  teacher  often  does.  As  a home  instructor,  you  can  assist 
your  student  in  many  ways.  The  first  thing  to  do  is  to  familiarize  yourself  with  the  structure  of  the  course  and 
its  components.  The  structure  of  the  modules  in  English  Language  Arts  7 follows  a systematic  design.  The 
basic  components  include  Student  Module  Booklets,  Assignment  Booklets,  and  multimedia  and  audio  CDs. 

The  English  Language  Arts  7 learning  package  includes  the  following  components: 

• seven  Student  Module  Booklets 

• fourteen  Assignment  Booklets 

• English  Language  Arts  7 Audio  CD 

• English  Language  Arts  7 Multimedia  CD 


English  Language  Arts  7:  Module  1 


5 


Home  Instructor’s  Guide 


When  you  receive  your  course  materials,  take  the  time  to  look  carefully  at  what  you  have  received  to  ensure 
that  it  is  complete,  that  it  is  the  correct  course,  and  that  it  is  not  defective  in  any  way.  If  there  is  a problem, 
notify  your  supplier  immediately. 

Student  Module  Booklets 

Each  Student  Module  Booklet  begins  with  a table  of  contents,  course  information,  a module  overview,  and 
an  assessment  statement.  Note  how  each  of  the  seven  modules  in  the  course  is  divided  into  sections  (two 
or  three  per  module)  and  how  each  section  is,  in  turn,  divided  into  lessons.  Lessons  contain  instructional 
material  and  questions  for  students  to  respond  to.  At  the  end  of  each  lesson,  you  will  usually  find  a glossary 
of  terms  that  have  been  introduced  in  that  lesson.  You  will  also  find  suggested  responses  at  the  end  of  each 
lesson.  These  responses  allow  students  to  correct  their  own  work  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet — something 
that  you  should  monitor  closely. 

At  the  end  of  each  Student  Module  Booklet  there  is  a module  summary,  which  focuses  on  the  main  ideas  and 
concepts  that  the  student  has  learned. 

Assignment  Booklets 

Accompanying  each  module  are  two  Assignment  Booklets.  Your  student’s  marks  for  each  module  will  be 
determined  by  how  well  he  or  she  does  the  assignments  in  the  Assignment  Booklets.  As  your  student  works 
through  a Student  Module  Booklet,  he  or  she  will  be  directed  to  the  appropriate  Assignment  Booklet  to 
respond  to  the  questions  asked  there.  It  is  these  responses  that  students  will  submit  to  their  teacher  for 
grading.  Please  ensure  that  your  student  follows  the  instructions  in  the  Assignment  Booklets  closely  and  that 
the  student  does  his  or  her  best  work  for  assessment. 

When  your  student  has  completed  each  Assignment  Booklet,  it  should  be  promptly  submitted  to  the  teacher 
for  assessment.  If  your  student  has  any  concerns  about  the  assignments,  he  or  she  should  contact  the  teacher. 
Feedback  is  important  for  the  learning  process.  Although  assessment  helps  measure  progress,  feedback  often 
offers  strategies  for  improvement  before  the  next  assignment.  While  you  are  waiting  for  feedback  from  the 
teacher,  you  are  encouraged  to  have  your  student  start  the  next  module. 

Course  CDs 

Your  course  contains  at  least  two  CDs.  These  CDs  contain  various  multimedia  and  audio  segments  that  will 
help  your  student  learn  the  basic  concepts  within  this  course.  Students  learn  in  different  ways,  and  technology 
helps  create  different  kinds  of  learning  environments.  Students  have  an  opportunity  to  interact  with  the 
information.  They  can  try  different  scenarios  and  see  what  happens.  They  can  see  how  these  concepts  relate 
to  world  problems  and  situations. 

These  course  CDs  will  help  your  student  understand,  use,  and  apply  technology  in  effective,  efficient,  and 
ethical  ways.  Learning  information  and  communication  technology  (ICT)  skills  is  necessary  for  your  student  to 
ensure  ongoing  competitiveness  in  a knowledge  economy. 

If  you  do  not  have  access  to  a computer,  make  every  effort  to  arrange  for  your  student  to  have  periodic 
access  to  a computer  in  a nearby  school  or  library. 
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Resources  and  Equipment 

In  addition  to  the  course  materials,  your  student  will  need  the  following  resources,  which  are  available  from 
the  Learning  Resources  Centre: 

• the  textbook  Crossroads  7 

• the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for  Secondary  Students 

• one  of  the  following  novels  to  study  in  Module  4 
-Cowboys  Don  Y Cry  by  Marilyn  Halvorson 
-Peacekeepers  by  Dianne  Linden 

-Sees  Behind  Trees  by  Michael  Dorris 
-Who  Is  Frances  Rain?  by  Margaret  Buffie 

• a dictionary,  such  as  Gage  Canadian  Dictionary  or  Canadian  Oxford  Dictionary 

Following  is  a list  of  equipment  that  your  student  will  be  required  to  use.  You  may  wish  to  discuss  the 
availability  of  equipment  with  your  distance  learning  provider. 

• Your  student  will  need  access  to  a computer  with  a CD-ROM  drive  to  view  the  English  Language  Arts  7 
Multimedia  CD  that  comes  with  this  course.  Your  student  should  also  use  a word-processing  application 
like  Microsoft®  Word  to  do  assignments  whenever  possible.  Because  students  are  frequently  referred  to 
the  Internet,  your  student  should  have  access  to  an  Internet  connection.  If  you  do  not  have  computer 
and  Internet  capabilities  at  home,  remember  that  computers  with  Internet  access  are  widely  available 
through  public  libraries  and  schools.  Make  arrangements  so  that  your  student  has  access  to  this 
valuable  resource. 

• To  listen  to  the  English  Language  Arts  7 Audio  CD  that  comes  with  the  course  materials,  your  student 
may  use  a CD  player  or  a computer  with  a CD-ROM  drive. 

• Your  student  will  need  some  way  to  record  oral  assignments.  You  may  choose  to  use  an  audiocassette 
recorder  or  a computer  equipped  with  recording  capability. 

Finally,  your  student  will  need  a notebook  for  journal  writing  and  a separate  notebook  or  binder  with  lined 
paper  to  answer  questions  from  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

Additional  Resources 

Internet  Links 

The  Internet  can  be  a valuable  research  and  learning  tool  for  your  student.  Periodically,  references  to 
Internet  sites  are  provided  in  the  Student  Module  Booklets  and/or  in  the  Home  Instructor’s  Guide.  You  should 
also  encourage  your  student  to  use  other  information  sources,  such  as  the  library. 

When  your  student  is  using  the  Internet,  there  are  a few  things  to  keep  in  mind: 

• Do  not  believe  everything  you  read.  The  Internet  is  filled  with  information.  Unfortunately,  not  all  of  it 
is  correct.  Anyone  can  put  information  on  the  Internet.  The  important  thing  is  that  your  student  takes  a 
close  look  at  the  source  to  determine  who  is  credited  with  supplying  the  information.  For  example,  did 
a university,  a museum,  or  a science  centre  put  the  information  on  the  Internet?  If  so,  it  probably 
provides  correct  information. 
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The  point  is  to  encourage  your  student  to  use  a critical  eye  and  not  to  believe  everything  he  or  she 
reads.  If  your  student  is  uncertain  about  something,  it  is  wise  to  double-check  the  information  on  one 
or  two  other  sites  or  with  other  resources. 

Go  to  the  Internet  sites  referenced  in  the  Student  Module  Booklets  or  this  guide  before  your  student 
accesses  them.  Confirm  each  site  is  still  relevant  and  appropriate  for  your  student.  The  owners  of  the 
Internet  addresses  (URLs)  sometimes  change,  and  a site  that  was  educational  when  this  course  was 
written  may  no  longer  be  suitable.  Also,  try  out  recommended  search  words  to  confirm  that  they  are 
still  safe. 

• Use  online  research  tools.  There  are  a number  of  different  tools,  called  search  engines,  available  to 
assist  your  student  in  finding  information  on  the  Internet.  These  engines  organize  and  sort  information 
by  topic  or  key  word.  AltaVista  Canada  (www.altavista.com),  Google  Canada  (www.google.ca),  and 
Yahoo!  Canada  (www.yahoo.ca)  are  just  a few  of  the  search  engines  available. 

• Websites  can  change  or  disappear.  Your  student  should  keep  in  mind  that  the  Internet  is  constantly 
changing.  Sometimes  he  or  she  will  discover  that  after  typing  in  an  address,  a note  will  come  up  on  the 
screen  indicating  that  the  site  has  moved  or  disappeared.  If  your  student  finds  that  an  address  does 
not  work,  he  or  she  should  go  back  to  one  of  the  search  engines  and  do  a general  search  using  a key 
word  or  phrase. 

LearnAlberta.ca 

LearnAlberta.ca  is  a special,  protected  website  found  at  http://www.learnalberta.ca.  It  has  been  developed 
by  Alberta  Education  for  Albertans.  Whenever  your  student  is  asked  to  go  to  this  large  site  (portal),  you  can 
be  assured  the  content  has  been  either  developed  by  or  for  Alberta  Education  or  licensed  to  Alberta 
Education  because  it  is  quality  content  related  to  Alberta  students’  needs. 

LearnAlberta.ca  is  a recognized,  digital  learning  environment  for  Albertans.  This  Alberta  Education  portal  is  a 
place  where  students  can  support  their  learning  by  accessing  resources  for  projects,  homework,  help,  review, 
or  study.  Home  instructors  also  have  access  so  they  can  learn  what  their  students  are  expected  to  know  and 
be  able  to  do.  They  can  then  support  their  students’  learning. 

For  example,  LearnAlberta.ca  contains  a large  Online  Reference  Centre  that  includes  multimedia 
encyclopedias,  journals,  newspapers,  transcripts,  images,  maps,  and  more.  The  National  Geographic  site 
contains  many  current  video  clips  that  have  been  indexed  for  Alberta  Programs  of  Study.  Teacher  support 
materials  and  student  activities  are  also  available.  The  content  is  organized  by  grade  level,  subject,  and 
curriculum  objective.  Use  the  search  engine  to  find  key  concepts  quickly.  Check  this  site  often  as  new 
interactive  multimedia  segments  are  being  added  all  the  time. 

If  you  find  a password  is  required,  contact  your  teacher  or  school  to  get  one.  No  fee  is  required. 

The  Role  of  the  Home  Instructor 


As  the  home  instructor,  you  have  a key  role  in  determining  your  student’s  success  in  this  course.  Your  student 
needs  encouragement  and  the  confidence  of  knowing  that  the  course  is  important  to  his  or  her  future.  You  are 
expected  to  perform  the  following  duties: 

• Ensure  your  student  has  all  the  necessary  resources  and  equipment. 

• Ensure  your  student  has  a suitable  study  area. 

• Ensure  your  student  sets  goals  and  establishes  a timetable  for  completing  each  module. 

• Supervise  your  student’s  completion  of  the  English  Language  Arts  7 modules. 

• Monitor  your  student’s  progress. 
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• Provide  your  student  with  encouragement. 

• Check  your  student’s  work,  or  supervise  your  student’s  checking  of  the  lessons. 

• Supervise  the  submission  of  Assignment  Booklets. 

• Develop  a routine  with  your  student. 

• Develop  a good  working  relationship  with  your  student’s  school. 

Here  are  a few  other  things  you  can  do  to  help  maximize  your  student’s  chances  of  success  in  this  course: 

• Encourage  your  student  to  read  the  modules  and  selections  in  the  textbook  carefully  and  completely. 
Students  should  answer  all  questions  in  their  notebooks.  In  some  cases,  it  may  be  appropriate  for  your 
student  to  discuss  the  questions  with  you.  Students  should  check  their  responses  with  the  suggested 
responses  after  they  have  attempted  to  answer  the  questions.  Encourage  your  student  to  discuss  his  or 
her  answers  with  you  after  comparing  them  with  the  suggested  responses. 

• Use  the  English  Language  Arts  Handbook  for  Secondary  Students  as  a resource  for  extra  help  whenever  it 
is  needed. 

• In  English  Language  Arts  7 your  student  will  respond  to  texts  by  completing  journal  entries,  creating 
portfolio  items,  and  keeping  vocabulary  logs.  Pay  particular  attention  to  these  ongoing  activities. 

• The  English  Language  Arts  7 course  is  designed  so  your  student  can  work  independently  much  of 
the  time.  However,  group  work  is  an  important  aspect  of  English  language  arts  and  your  student  will 
frequently  be  asked  to  work  with  others.  If  your  student  is  being  home-schooled,  a partner  or  group  may 
not  be  readily  available.  Perhaps  you  can  arrange  for  another  student  in  your  area  to  be  your  student’s 
partner.  The  communication  does  not  need  to  be  face-to-face;  your  student  may  be  able  to  use  the 
telephone  or  e-mail.  Alternatively,  you  or  another  family  member  can  be  your  student’s  partner. 

• Research  is  another  important  feature  of  English  language  arts.  A list  of  some  resources  in  your 
community  that  your  student  may  want  to  access  from  time  to  time  is  provided  on  page  27  of  the 
Student  Module  Booklet  for  Module  1:  Starting  Points. 

• Remember  that  the  skills  of  reading,  writing,  speaking,  listening,  viewing,  and  representing  improve 
gradually  with  effort  and  practice.  Encourage  your  student  to  work  slowly  and  carefully  through  the 
modules  and  assignments  to  achieve  maximum  benefit  from  the  course. 

• Ensure  that  your  student  works  through  each  Assignment  Booklet  carefully.  Most  assignments  include 
assessment  criteria  so  that  students  can  see  how  the  assignment  will  be  marked.  Review  the  assessment 
criteria  together  before  your  student  begins  each  assignment.  Encourage  your  student  to  revise  and  edit 
all  work;  assignments  should  reflect  students’  best  efforts.  As  you  guide  and  advise  your  student,  be 
sure  that  you  do  not  direct  or  take  control  of  the  work  being  done.  Students  must  assume  responsibility 
for  their  own  work  and  learn  from  their  mistakes  as  well  as  their  achievements. 

• Review  your  student’s  assignments  when  they  have  been  marked  and  returned  by  the  teacher.  Help  your 
student  to  understand  personal  areas  of  relative  strength  and  weakness  and  to  see  where  improvements 
may  be  needed.  Try  to  praise  your  student’s  efforts  and  successes,  and  give  encouragement  when  facing 
challenges. 

Arranging  the  Learning  Area 

One  of  the  best  ways  to  ensure  success  for  your  student  is  to  establish  a study  corner.  This  area  should  be 
well  lit,  quiet,  and  free  from  interruptions  and  distractions.  A comfortable  chair  and  work  space  on  a table  or 
desk  are  essential.  Students  require  sufficient  space  for  course  materials,  books,  and  equipment. 
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Time  Commitment 


It  is  important  for  the  student  to  have  a schedule.  Ensure  that  your  student  does  some  advance  planning. 
Check  the  final  plans  to  see  that  they  are  realistic. 

Only  you  and  your  student  know  how  much  time  is  available  for  completing  a course.  It  does  not  matter  too 
much  what  time  of  day  the  student  does  the  course  work — this  varies  with  the  individual’s  situation.  You  and 
your  student  must  decide  when  you  wish  to  have  the  course  completed.  When  you  make  this  estimate,  you 
must  take  into  account  time  worked  away  from  home,  time  needed  for  chores,  and  time  needed  for  recreation 
and  relaxation.  In  Module  1,  students  are  asked  to  create  a chart  indicating  dates  when  each  module  will  be 
completed. 

Modify  your  plans  as  circumstances  change.  Be  flexible,  but  do  not  procrastinate.  A scheduled  approach  to 
module  activities  will  help  your  student  successfully  complete  the  course. 

Assessment 

Assessment  is  important  to  the  development  of  every  learner.  There  are  two  kinds  of  assessment  in  this 
course:  informal  and  formal.  As  the  home  instructor,  you  will  take  part  in  the  informal  assessment. 

Informal  Assessment 

The  suggested  responses  at  the  end  of  each  lesson  give  students  immediate  feedback,  which  confirms  and 
clarifies  their  understanding  before  they  go  on.  At  the  junior  high  level,  monitoring  student  responses  and 
discussing  the  results  with  students  is  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of  home  instructors.  When  your 
student  has  completed  a lesson,  you  should  skim  over  it  to  be  sure  enough  time  and  effort  have  been  spent 
on  it. 

When  checking  your  student’s  work,  focus  first  on  the  work  done  correctly.  Then,  if  necessary,  spend  time 
clearing  up  any  misunderstandings.  Following  are  a few  suggestions  that  have  proved  to  be  constructive 
ways  of  handling  errors.  Stop  to  consider  why  there  are  errors.  Ask  yourself  the  following  questions: 

• Is  the  student  repeatedly  making  the  same  kinds  of  errors,  or  do  the  errors  appear  to  be  random? 

• Do  the  errors  appear  to  be  the  result  of  carelessness? 

• Has  the  student  put  in  enough  effort? 

If  your  student  is  repeatedly  making  the  same  types  of  mistakes,  you  may  need  to  read  through  the  related 
section  and  explain  in  your  own  words  what  the  main  ideas  are.  If  the  errors  are  random  and  do  not  have  a 
serious  impact,  then  they  may  be  ignored.  If  the  errors  appear  to  be  due  to  carelessness,  you  may  need  to  do 
the  following: 

• Check  to  see  if  your  student  understands  the  directions. 

• Relate  the  activity  where  the  error  occurred  to  some  meaningful  aspect  of  your  student’s  life. 

• Discuss  the  information  with  your  student. 

• Have  your  student  slow  down. 

• Give  your  student  a rest. 

Always  instruct  your  student  to  adjust  any  incorrect  responses.  The  Student  Module  Booklet  becomes  an 
important  reference  when  doing  assignments,  and  it  is  essential  for  it  to  be  accurate.  Remember  the 
importance  of  students  not  only  learning  from  their  corrections  but  also  realizing  that  mistakes  are  a normal 
part  of  learning. 
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Formal  Assessment 


Formal  assessment  is  based  on  the  work  students  do  in  their  Assignment  Booklets  and  on  a final  test.  Both  of 
these  are  marked  by  a teacher. 

There  are  two  Assignment  Booklets  for  each  module  in  the  course.  The  assignments  are  based  on  the  work 
the  student  does  in  the  module.  Your  student  may  refer  to  the  Student  Module  Booklet  while  completing  the 
assignments.  Each  assignment  is  assessed  on  the  basis  of  the  student’s  demonstrated  understanding  of  the 
concepts,  completeness  of  work,  neatness,  and  legibility. 

English  Language  Arts  7,  being  a core  subject  in  junior  high,  requires  students  to  write  a final  test  that  must  be 
supervised  by  a responsible  adult.  Contact  your  learning  provider  for  information  about  the  administration  of 
the  final  test. 

The  final  mark  is  determined  by  how  well  a student  does  on  all  the  modules  and  the  final  test.  It  is  suggested 
that  the  test  make  up  40  percent  of  the  student’s  mark,  with  the  other  60  percent  based  on  course  work,  as 
assessed  by  the  teacher. 

Special  Features 

The  following  are  special  features  of  English  Language  Arts  7: 

• Journal  Entry.  The  journal  is  a collection  of  a student’s  personal  writing.  It  is  a place  where  students 
can  explore  ideas  and  express  themselves.  In  each  module,  students  receive  suggestions  for  journal 
entries. 

• Portfolio  Item.  The  portfolio  is  a place  for  students  to  respond  to  texts  creatively  using  a variety  of 
techniques.  Students  receive  suggestions  in  each  module  for  items  to  include  in  their  portfolios. 

• Vocabulary  Log.  The  vocabulary  log  is  a way  to  help  students  expand  their  vocabularies. 

• Visual  Cues.  Students  will  see  colour  used  to  highlight  terms  that  are  defined  in  the  glossary.  As  well, 
students  will  find  several  icons  in  the  margins  of  the  Student  Module  Booklets.  Read  the  following 
explanations  to  discover  what  each  icon  prompts  your  student  to  do. 


Use  one  of  the 
textbooks. 


Use  one  of  the 
course  CDs. 


Explore  the 
Internet. 


View  television 
or  a feature  film. 


Get  together  with  a 
partner  or  a group. 


These  features  are  explained  in  greater  detail  in  Module  1. 
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Module  1:  Starting  Points 

Section  1:  Getting  Started 

In  Section  1 students  will  become  familiar  with  the  organization  and  features  of  the  course.  As  well,  they  will 
preview  the  textbooks  that  they  will  use  for  the  course,  review  the  features  of  the  dictionary,  and  think  about 
choosing  their  novel  for  the  novel  study.  Next,  they  will  reflect  on  their  strengths  and  weaknesses  in  English 
language  arts  in  order  to  set  learning  goals  for  themselves. 

• In  Lesson  1 your  student  will  preview  the  Student  Module  Booklets,  Assignment  Booklets,  English 
Language  Arts  Handbook,  and  Crossroads  7 textbook.  You  may  wish  to  preview  these  course  components 
and  resources  with  your  student. 

• For  Lesson  2 your  student  will  need  a dictionary.  The  Gage  Canadian  Dictionary  is  recommended,  but 
your  student  can  use  any  dictionary.  Your  student  will  need  access  to  an  audio  CD  player  (or  a computer 
with  a CD-ROM  drive)  to  listen  to  spelling-word  dictations.  Discuss  with  your  student  the  suggestion 

for  keeping  a personal  spelling  list  on  an  ongoing  basis.  (See  page  24  of  the  Student  Module  Booklet  for 
Module  1.) 

• For  Lesson  3 you  could  arrange  a tour  of  a local  library.  If  you  do  not  have  a computer  with  Internet, 
your  student  will  want  to  become  familiar  with  the  computer  at  the  library. 

• For  Lesson  4 your  student  will  need  a computer  with  a CD-ROM  drive  to  view  four  video  clips  that 
illustrate  group  work.  Think  about  how  your  student  can  have  the  opportunity  to  work  in  groups. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  1A 


English  Language  Arts  7 
Module  1:  Section  1 Assignment 


Home  Instructor’s  and  Student’s  Comments: 


STUDENT  FILE  NUMBER 

(if  label  is  missing  or  incorrect) 


Date  Submitted: 


FOR  SCHOOL  USE  ONLY 


Assigned  Teacher: 


Date  Assignment  Received: 


Grading: 


Teacher’s  Comments 


Teacher’s  Signature 


Home  Instructor:  Keep  this  sheet  when  it  is  returned  to  you  as  a record  of  the  student’s  progress. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SUBMITTING 
THIS  DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 


When  you  arc  registered  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  regularly  submit  completed 
assignments  for  correction.  Try  to  submit  each  Assignment  Booklet  as  soon  as  you  complete  it.  Do  not  submit 
more  than  one  Assignment  Booklet  in  one  subject  at  the  same  time.  Before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet, 
please  check  the  following: 

• Arc  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

• Has  your  work  been  reread  to  ensure  accuracy  in  spelling  and  details? 

• Is  the  booklet  cover  filled  out  and  the  correct  module  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1 . Do  not  enclose  letters  with  your  Assignment  Booklets.  Send  all  letters  in  a separate  envelope. 

2.  Put  your  Assignment  Booklet  in  an  envelope  and  take  it  to  the  post  office  and  have  it  weighed.  Attach 
sufficient  postage  and  seal  the  envelope. 

FAXING 

1 . Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the 
appropriate  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

It  may  be  possible  to  e-mail  your  completed  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  You 
also  may  be  required  to  e-mail  some  of  your  assignments.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  appropriate  e-mail  address. 


Assignment  Booklet  lA 


Learning 

Technologies 

Branch 


FOR  TEACHER’S  USE  ONLY 


Summary 


Total 

Possible 

Marks 

Your 

Mark 

Section  1 
Assignment 

35 

35 

Teacher’s  Comments 


English  Language  Arts  7 
Module  1:  Starting  Points 
Assignment  Booklet  1A 
Section  1 Assignment 

Learning  Technologies  Branch  The  Learning  Technologies  Branch  acknowledges  with 

appreciation  the  Alberta  Distance  Learning  Centre  and 
Cover  Art:  clipart  Rob  Colvin/Artville/Getty  Images  Pembina  Hills  Regional  Division  No.  7 for  their  review 

texture  pattern  Lisa  Zador/Artville/Getty  Images  of  this  Assignment  Booklet. 


This  document  is  intended  for 

Smdents 

/ 

Teachers 

/ 

Administrators 

Home  Instruetors 

/ 

General  Public 

Other 

You  may  find  the  following  Internet  sites  useful; 

• Alberta  Education,  http://www.education.gov.ab.ca 

• Learning  Technologies  Branch.  http://ww\v.education.gov,ab.ca/ltb 

• Learning  Resources  Centre,  http://w  w w.lrc.education.gov.ab.ca 


Exploring  the  electronic  information  superhighway  can  be  educational  and  entertaining.  However,  be 
aware  that  these  computer  networks  are  not  censored.  Students  may  unintentionally  or  purposely  find 
articles  on  the  Internet  that  may  be  offensive  or  inappropriate.  As  well,  the  sources  of  information 
arc  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be  accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confimi 
facts  with  a second  source. 


Copyright  © 2005,  Alberta  Education.  This  resource  is  owned  by  the  Crown  in  Right  of  Alberta,  as  represented  by  the  Minister  of 
Education,  Alberta  Education,  10155  1 02  Street,  Edmonton,  Alberta,  Canada  T5J  4L5.  All  rights  reser\  cd. 

This  coursew'arc  was  developed  by  or  for  Alberta  Education.  Third-party  content  has  been  identified  by  a © symbol  and/or  a credit  to  the 
source  and  must  be  used  as  is.  This  courseware  may  be  reproduced  in  any  form,  including  photocopying,  without  the  written  permission 
of  Alberta  Education.  Changes  can  be  made  only  to  content  owned  by  Alberta  Education.  For  more  detailed  infonnation,  refer  to  the 
Terms  of  Use  Agreement.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  acknowledge  the  original  source  and  to  comply  with  Canadian  copyright  law'.  If 
cases  are  identified  where  this  effort  has  been  unsuccessful,  please  notify  Alberta  Education  so  corrective  action  can  be  taken. 

THIS  COURSEWARE  IS  NOT  SUBJECT  TO  THE  TERMS  OE  A LICENCE  FROM  A COLLECTIVE  OR 
LICENSING  BOD\,  SUCH  AS  ACCESS  COPYRIGHT. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  1 A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  7:  MODULE  1 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  35  marks  out  of  the  total  100  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  1 . The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated 
in  the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 
appropriate  places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your 
Student  Module  Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread 
your  answers  carefully  before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these 
assignments.  If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  you  attach  a printed  copy  that  has 
been  proofread  and  is  readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment 
number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Getting  Started 

1 . In  Section  1 : Lesson  1 you  began  familiarizing  yourself  with  this  course.  Your 
first  assignment  is  to  introduce  yourself  to  your  teacher.  In  the  space  provided 
write  a paragraph  that  answers  the  following  questions: 

• Who  are  you?  Where  do  you  live? 

• What  is  your  learning  situation  (small  school,  large  school,  home  schooling)? 

• What  things  are  important  to  you? 

• What  do  you  like  most  about  yourself? 

• What  are  your  dreams  and  goals? 

Following  is  a sample  response,  which  you  can  use  as  a model: 

My  name  is  Fredrick  Baker,  but  most  people  call  me  Freddy.  I live  on  a 
ranch  in  Southern  Alberta.  I have  been  in  a home-schooling  program  for 
two  years.  My  parents  supervise  most  of  my  studies,  but  I take  physical 
education  and  band  at  the  local  junior  high  school.  I enjoy  most  sports, 
but  my  favourite  sport  is  hockey.  Fm  a Calgary  Flames  fan.  My  favourite 
subject  is  math.  I also  like  band.  Fm  learning  to  play  the  trombone. 

People  say  I am  very  responsible,  and  I am  good  with  animals.  I hope  to 
become  a veterinarian  some  day. 


English  Language  Arts  7:  Module  1 


2 


Assignnnent  Booklet  1A 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  1 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

3 marks 

Matters  of  Correctness 

• The  paragraph  has  correct  spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization, 
and  sentence  structure. 

2 marks 
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2.  In  Section  1 : Lesson  1 you  examined  some  of  the  resources  you  will  use  in 
English  Language  Arts  7.  Explain  the  purpose  of  each  of  the  following: 

a.  a table  of  contents 


b.  an  index 


c.  icons 


When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  1 7 in 
the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

3.  In  Section  1 : Lesson  2 you  reviewed  how  to  use  the  dictionary.  Circle  the 
words  in  the  following  list  that  would  not  be  included  on  a dictionary  page 
headed  by  the  guide  words  opposed  and  option. 

oppose  optical  opposite  opponent  optimist  optional 

opus  optic  operator  oppressor  optimal  orange 

4.  Under  what  entry  word  would  you  find  information  on  each  of  the  following 
words? 

a.  lengthiness 

b.  bateaux  
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Consider  the  word  fair.  Explain  how  the  meaning  of  each  of  its  homographs  is 
related  to  its  etymology. 


6.  Give  a homonym  for  each  of  the  following  words: 

a.  air b.  pain 

c.  there d.  flower 

7.  Listen  to  Track  2 on  your  English  Language  Arts  Audio  CD  and  write  the  correct 
spelling  of  the  words  dictated. 

a.  b.  

c.  d.  

When  you  have  completed  question  7,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  25  in 
the  Student  Module  Booklet. 


© 

a.  stacks 


8.  In  Section  1 : Lesson  3 you  considered  resources  you  can  access  in  your 

community.  Two  of  the  resources  that  you  will  frequently  use  are  the  library 
and  the  Internet.  Explain  the  following  terms  associated  with  a library  or  the 
Internet: 


b.  call  number 
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c.  card  catalogue 


d.  search  engine 


e.  hotlinks 


When  you  have  completed  question  8,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  3 1 in 
the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

In  Section  1 : Lesson  4 you  focused  on  how  to  work  successfully  in  a group. 
Think  about  your  past  experiences  working  in  groups.  In  the  space  provided 
write  a paragraph  that  answers  the  following  questions: 

• What  kinds  of  groups  have  you  worked  in  before? 

• What  roles  have  you  filled  in  previous  group  work? 

• What  skills  did  you  use?  What  were  you  good  or  not  so  good  at? 

• How  do  you  feel  about  the  prospect  of  group  work  in  this  course?  Are 
you  excited,  annoyed,  optimistic,  or  apprehensive?  Why  do  you  feel  this 
way? 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  9 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• The  ideas  are  thoughtful  and  clear. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

3 marks 

Matters  of  Correctness 

• The  paragraph  has  correct  spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization, 
and  sentence  structure. 

2 marks 
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When  you  have  completed  question  9,  submit  Assignment  Booklet  1 A for 
assessment.  Then  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  38  in  the  Student  Module 
Booklet. 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  school  you  are  registered  with  may  require  you  to  submit  this  signed  form  with  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

The  Student’s  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student.  If  the  student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration 
may  need  to  be  signed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling 
coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the  assignment  results.  Please  contact  your  school  and 
ask  if  this  completed  form  is  required. 


STUDENT’S  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR’S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in  the 
following  space. 


©2005 


